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it is otherwise significant. The rate of mortality in the Province
of East Prussia was 28'S per thousand of the population in 11)05,
against 22*2 per thousand in 1904, and 24'7 per thousand in
1903 ; in the Province of West Prussia it waw 24*4, 22'8) and
23*4 per thousand respectively ; and in the Province of Poson it
was 28, 21'6, and 28*4 per thousand. On the other hand, the
rate in the Province of Ehineland was 19*3 per thousand in
1905, 19*5 in 1904, and 20 in 1908; that in Westphalia 18'G,
20, and 19*6 per thousand respectively; and that in Hosso-
Nassan 17*8, 17*6, and 18'6 per thousand. Further, of the
twelve Government districts of Prussia with a birth-rate in 1905
exceeding 34*8 per thousand of the population, which was tlio
average for the entire State, five were in tlio throo Eastern
Provinces, while of the twenty-seven Government district** with
a birth-rate below 84'8 per thousand of the population, only two
were in those provinces. On the other hand, fivo of tlio ton
Government districts in the three Western industrial provinces
have a higher birth-rate and five a lower than that of the \vliolc
kingdom.
A further fundamental difference between East ami Wont lies
in the fact that the Eastern Provinces are overwhelmingly given
up to large estates, while the Western Provinces, in BO far as an
agricultural character belongs to them, arc the special homo of
the small owner and tenant. In 1895 estates exceeding 250
acres in extent accounted for about 24 por cent, of all tho
cultivable area of Germany, but in Prussia for 81 per cent., and
in the Provinces of Pomerania and Posen for no IOSB than 55
and 52 per cent, respectively, while in tho Province of West
Prussia the percentage was 44, and in that of East Prussia 40,
While there were in the Western Provinces in that your 918
"large5* estates (of over 250 acres), with an average area of
845 acres, there were 8,365 such estates in tho East, with
an average area of 1,132 acres. The 2,798 "largo" estates
in Pomerania had an average area of 1,880 acres. On tho other
hand, while the three Eastern Provinces, with an aggregate area
of 23,204,000 acres, had 73,188 "small" peasant holdings of
from 5 to 12J acres in extent, and 106,524 " medium " holdings
of from 12J to 50 acres, the three Western Provinces, with an
area a third less in extent, viz., 15,728,000 acres, had 108,896
61 small" holdings and 104,758 holdings of " medium " size.